INTRODUCTION
Many scent glands have been described in Carnivora, especially in Viverridae (PococK, 1915; SCHAFFER, 1940; FIEDLER, 1957) . Marking behaviour is well documented in genets (SCHAUENBERG, 1964; MICHAELIS, 1969; GANG-LOFT, 1972 ), but there have been few quantitative studies (VERBERNE & LEYHAUSEN, 1976) . Genets typically mark different objects in their cage (e.g., sleeping boxes, branches, etc.) in a particular place (e.g., a corner or some protuberance).
While marking they adopt typical postures such as handstand or flexion of the hind legs, which allows an observer to identify marking activity.
In the first part of the present study, seasonal variations in marking activity were examined in genets of both sexes; in the second, correlations between marking activity and social status were examined in males. Marking activity refers only to marking involving the ano-urogenital glands. Other types of marking, such as flank or hind leg rubbing, were not considered.
GENERAL METHODS .
The subjects were nine genets (three males and six females) which had lived in the laboratory for six years. One female was isolated, and the others were grouped in two cages of four animals (cage i : one male and three females; cage 2: two males and two females). The cages contained various objects such as sleeping boxes, branches, tree trunks, water bowls, straw trusses, etc., and the floors were covered with sawdust. The genets were fed mainly on live mice and rats, but were also given supplements of fruit and milk. Fresh water was supplied ad libitum.
The light cycle was inverted, but the durations of the light and dark parts of the cycle were changed on the first day of each month so that the 'day-time' was the same inside as outside. I) We thank Dr B. WILL and Dr T. ROPER for valuable discussion about the manuscript and for correcting the english version.
SEASONAL VARIATIONS IN MARKING ACTIVITY
Methods.
Subjects were the three females genets (A, B and C) and the one male (D) housed in cage 1 (3.2 X 2.5 X i.9 m). They were observed during periods of i5 min., which were randomly distributed between o9.0o hr and 18.oo hr throughout a seven month period. There were two observation periods per day, on average.
Marking frequencies (average number of marks per 15 min. observation period) were calculated separately for each month from November to May, for each animal. However female A became pregnant, and was therefore placed in isolation from February onwards.
Observations were only made when all the animals in the group were active.
Results. Figure 1 shows the monthly marking frequencies for each animal, and indicates both individual and month-to-month variation. Throughout most of the study, however, the marking frequency of the male (average 0-1.0 marks per 15-min observation period) was consistently lower than that of any of the females (average 4.5-9.5 for female A; r .3-zo.5 for B; and 2.6-7.o for C) ; and in general the frequencies of marking in the three females rose and fell together.
A striking change in this overall pattern occurred during the rutting period (R), which began on about January 8th. During this period the marking 
